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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT PINS 
SUBJECT: MAYDAY 

1 . EPMG IS CRANKING UP MASSIVE PARADE OF WORKERS AT REVO- 
LUTION SQUARE IN ADDIS MAY DAY MORNING. WE HAVE HEARD ESTIMATES 
RUNNING AS HIGH AS 100,000, INCLUDING THOSE WHO MAY BE BROUGHT 

IN FROM OUT OF TOWN. FIGURE SEEMS HIGH SINCE THERE ARE NOWHERE 
NEAR THAT MANY UNIONIZED WORKERS IN ETHIOPIA, BUT PARADE 
WILL NO DOUBT BE LARGE AND NUMBER OF WORKERS MAY BE AUGMENTED 
BY OTHERS IN ADDIS WHO WANT TO GET IN ON THE ACT. 

2. ADDIS ABOUNDS WITH RUMORS ABOUT WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN 
INCLUDING SOME PREDICTING THAT THE PARADE MAY LEAD TO VIOLENCE 
OF SOME DESCRIPTION. EPMG SECURITY ELEMENTS DO NOT DISCOUNT 
THIS POSSIBILITY, BUT TELL US THEY BELIEVE NOTHING WILL 

HAPPEN THAT THEY CAN'T HANDLE. WE NONETHELESS BELIEVE IT 
PRUDENT THAT ALL AMERICAN PERSONNEL STAY OUT OF SIGHT 
AND ACCORDINGLY ARE INSTRUCTING EMBASSY PERSONNEL TO 
REMAIN CLOSE TO HOME THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND, OR UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS WE JUDGE THE LIKELIHOOD THAT ANY PROBLEM 
MIGHT ARISE HAS PASSED. 
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